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REPLY BRIEF 

Sir: 

This Reply Brief is directed to points of argument raised in the Examiner's 
Answer dated May 1 1 , 2006 for the above-identified application. Applicants respectfully 
traverse the Examiner's rejections for the reasons set forth below. 
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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully reassert their argument that U.S. Patent No. 6,258,476 to 
Cipollini (hereinafter "Cipollini") fails to disclose the non-porous impermeable separator 
plate of the present invention. While the Examiner contends that the separator plate of 
Cipollini is non-porous in operation, Applicants submit that the Examiner has classified 
the plate as both porous and non-porous. The structure of the plate is clearly porous, 
as conceded by the Examiner. Therefore, it cannot be seen as teaching the non-porous 
separator plate of the present invention. The Examiner further asserts that the 
separator plate of Cipollini is impermeable. Applicants again reassert their position that 
in order for the separator plate of Cippolini to be "non-porous in operation," as asserted 
by the Examiner, it must be permeated by water. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
plate in Cipollini is permeable due to its porous composition and ability to be permeated 
by water. 
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As such, Applicants respectfully submit that the final rejection of the claims based 
on Cipollini is improper. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request the final rejection 
of claims be reversed and the present application be approved for allowance. 
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